[Your letterhead]
[Today’s Date], 2010
[Addressee]
Re: Support Funding for NJ’s Tobacco Control Program

Dear [Decision maker], 

On March 16, Governor Christie released his proposed budget for July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011, which eliminates New Jersey's state-funded Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program (CTCP). Prior administrations decimated CTCP's budget more than 70% since its inception.  Original funding was $30 million, and cut over the years, down to $7.5 million for the current fiscal year July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010.  
The New Jersey Legislature and Governor need to allocate funding for the CTCP, in the state’s proposed budget.  The Centers for Disease Control recommends $119 million/year in funding for NJ's CTCP, in order to provide top-level tobacco control and cessation services to New Jersey’s population.  Yet CTCP only operates on a “less than a shoe-string budget”, at only $7.5 million.  
Eliminating the Program is short-sited from both public health and financial perspectives. Smoking is the #1 cause of preventable death and disease in our State, and outside our borders. Providing funding helps people quit smoking and protects nonsmokers from secondhand smoke, all of which decreases New Jersey's enormous healthcare and Medicaid costs caused by smoking and secondhand smoke.
CTCP works: it has reduced New Jersey's teen and adult smoking rates.  More than 100,000 New Jersey smokers have utilized the CTCP’s quit services of Quitline, Quitnet and Quitcenters.  CTCP also educates teens through the statewide REBEL program, as well as educating the general public on the local, county and state levels, about the dangers of tobacco use and exposure.  CTCP partners help to eliminate hazardous secondhand smoke exposure, exposing less people to this class A carcinogen, improving public health, and lowering the state’s healthcare costs.  
There’s an easy way to replace the CTCP funding source, so that the Program remains funded.  Restructure the licensing fees to sell cigarettes, and create a licensing fee structure for Other Tobacco Products (OTPs). The retailer fee to sell cigarettes is only $50, and has been so for the last 12 years.  New York State’s is up to $5,000 per retailer, and the municipal retail license to sell alcohol is up to $2500, per retailer.  Raising New Jersey’s licenses to sell cigarettes would raise more than $15 million, which would pay for the program.  There is no license to sell Other Tobacco Products (OTPs), so creating a licensing fee system for OTPs would bring in more funding. Learn more about this feasible and sensible solution at http://njgasp.org/Licensing%20fees%20without%20acts.pdf 

New Jersey is the national trendsetter on emerging laws in tobacco control: state laws banning flavored cigarettes and electronic cigarettes, smokefree college residential facilities and smokefree foster care homes, and local ordinances for banning cigarette vending machines, and smokefree recreational areas, for example.   Not funding CTCP will reverse New Jersey’s leadership role in the nation, and be detrimental to New Jersey public health.  Other states that drastically reduced funding for their tobacco control programs resulted in increased rates in smoking, which translates into lost lives, and more healthcare costs for New Jersey.  
Please restore funding for New Jersey's CTCP in this year's budget.  Do not end this important, life-saving program that positively affects millions of lives in New Jersey, and beyond our state’s borders.
Sincerely, 
[your name]

