[SAMPLE LETTER TO EDITOR RE:  NEED TO RESTORE CTCP FUNDING]

[TAILOR TO SHOWCASE YOUR COUNTY’S SUCCESS STORIES FROM CTCP FUNDING AND HOW ENDING CTCP FUNDING WILL NEGATIVELY IMPACT YOUR COUNTY, AS WELL AS THE STATE]
Support Funding for NJ’s Tobacco Control Program

Governor Christie proposes to 100% eliminate funding for our State’s Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program.  The New Jersey Legislature and Governor need to allocate  funding for this Program, in the state’s proposed budget.  The Program runs on a “bare-bones budget” of $7.5 million as is, down from $30 million when the Program started.  The federal government says to be most effective, New Jersey needs to fund the Program at $119 million a year.  The proposed budget funds the Program at zero.
Eliminating New Jersey’s Tobacco Control Program is short-sited from both public health and financial perspectives. Smoking is the #1 cause of preventable death and disease. Providing funding for the Program helps people quit smoking and protects nonsmokers from secondhand smoke, all of which decreases New Jersey's enormous $6 billion in healthcare, Medicaid costs and lost productivity caused by smoking and secondhand smoke.
The Program works: it reduces New Jersey's teen and adult smoking rates.  More than 100,000 New Jersey smokers have utilized the CTCP’s quit services of Quitline, Quitnet and Quitcenters.  CTCP also educates teens and the general public on the local, county and state levels, about the dangers of tobacco use and exposure.   CTCP partners help to eliminate hazardous secondhand smoke exposure, exposing less people to this class A carcinogen, improving public health, and lowering the state’s healthcare costs.  
New Jersey is a national trendsetter on emerging laws in tobacco control: state laws banning flavored cigarettes and electronic cigarettes, smokefree college residential facilities and smokefree foster care homes, and local ordinances for banning cigarette vending machines, and smokefree recreational areas, for example.   Not funding the Program will reverse New Jersey’s leadership role in the nation, and be detrimental to New Jersey public health. We know that other states which drastically reduced funding for their tobacco control programs saw increased rates in smoking.  
[Describe a specific benefit to you/ your local community, due to CTCP].

Please restore funding for New Jersey's CTCP in this year's budget.  Do not end funding for this important, life-saving program that positively affects millions of lives in New Jersey, and beyond our state’s borders.

Sincerely, 

[Your Name]
[City, State ZIP]
